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(MY LAI) 

ATLANTA— ATTORNEY CHARLES LQNGSTREET WELTNER FEELS HE SCORED 
“AN ASTOUNDING VICTORY" IN REQUIRING CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
(CIA) PERSONNEL TO TESTIFY AT THE COURT MARTIAL OF ONE OF THI y M Y 


-JL&l/defendants. 
IT 


IS S uiSG I IuIP§ E 5il S ?o5 I gfA A g2 E 8?^ 1 SiL^R^f PorBeR U COnIrESSMAN. 
TOLD UPI. "FOR OVER 20 YEARS, THIS ACTIVITY OF GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN 
SO SECRET, NOBODY— NOT EVEN CONGRESS— KNEW WHAT HAS BEEN GOING ON,” 

WELTNER REPRESENTS SGT. ESEQUIEL TORRES, 22, BROWNSVILLE, TEX., 
SCHEDULED FOR COURT MARTIAL AT FT, MCPHERSON HERE FEB. 15 ON 
CHARGES OF MACHINEGUNNING THREE VIETNAMESE CIVILIANS TO DEATH AND 
ASSAULT IN THE HANGING OF A FOURTH. 

WHEN ASKED WHETHER HE EFELT THE CIA MIGHT SEEK EXECUTIVE IMMUNITY 
FOR THREE PERSONS CALLED TO TESTIFY, WELTNER SAID IT WOULD BE UP 
TO PRESIDENT NIXON, AND HE FELT NIXON WOULD BE PLACING HIMSELF IN 
"AN UNCONSCIONABLE AND UNTENABLE POSITION." 

"THE QUESTION IS WHETHER OR NOT TAXPAYERS ARE GOING TO BE 
SUPPORTING OPERATIONS OVER WHICH THEY HAVE NO CONTROL." HE SAID. 

WELTNER CONTENDS THE CIA PLANNED AND ORDERED THE MY LAI OPERATION 
WHERE BETWEEN 102 AND 310 CIVILIANS WERE ALLEGEDLY MASSACRED MARCH 
16, 1968. THE ARMY HAS THUS FAR ORDERED SIX AMERICAN SOLDIERS TO 
FACE TRIAL IN THE CASE WITH ONE, S. SGT. DAVID MITCHELL, 30, ST. 
FRANCISVILLE, LA., ALREADY ACQUITTED AND A SECOND, 1ST LT. WILLIAM 
L. CALLEY JR., CURRENTLY UNDER COURT MARTIAL AT FT. BENNING, GA. 

WELTNER HAD CONTENDED FROM THE TIME HE BECAME TORRES* CIVILIAN 
ATTORNEY THE CIA WAS INVOLVED IN MY LAI THROUGH THE MYSTERIOUS 
"OPERATION PHOENIX” WHICH THELAWYER SAID "INVOLVED ASSASSINATION AND 
KIDNAPINGS" OF ALLEGED VIET CONG IN SOUTH VIETNAMESE VILLAGES. 
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RULED THAT LAWYERS FOR 

m ^-.^JffirllTiMcE A WORK R TftflT AY 

AmJET* 

BROWNSVILLE* TEX.. IDENTIFIFTi THF 
NTELLIGENCE AGENcf AND SAID THEY 
STAGE FOR MY LAI** 

“$£S A. HAGAN, THE 

„ pjif - p _ IRT-MAhTIAL OF TORRES. 
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TORRES- MY LAI 

FT. MCPHERSON. GA. (AP)-A MILITARY JUT) 
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